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To you, Mr. and Mrs. and Miss Library Trustee, we dedicate 
this number of the Jowa Library Quarterly. We know that you 
are important people. Otherwise you would not be selected to 
eare for.the library interests. We hope that you can still dream, 


that you still have visions of what your library can mean to the 


community, that when you reach the place where you dream no 
longer, you will step out in favor of one with the vision you 
have lost. We know that you are interested in books. Only book 
lovers should have a voice in guiding the reading interests of the 
town or neighborhood. But that is not enough. You are re- 
sponsible for raising the funds with which the library carries on. 
You are the representative of the library in your community. 
It is your responsibility to tell the mayor and the council about 
the institution you are serving. Do you know how many hours 
it is open a week, how many books are being circulated, how 
many people come to read the magazines and make use of the 
reference facilities? Do you know how much it costs to circulate 
each book? Do you know how much money you should have to 
carry on acceptable library service in your community? How 
your service compares with the ‘‘Standards’’ that have been 
set up by our national library organization, called ‘‘A. L. A.”’ 
for American Library Association. Do you know why experts. in 
library science claim that it costs less to serve larger areas than 
the small places independently? Have you studied the Plan for 
Rural Service for Iowa? It has much that ought to interest you 
and all other members of the library boards over the state. 
Yes, you have been chosen as a member of your library board 
because you are an outstanding citizen. It is our plea that you 
perform outstanding service to the library whose interests you 
have at heart.. This is a legislative year. We must have the 
interest and support of all progressive library trustees to further 
the interests of the state. WILL YOU begin now to acquaint 
yourself with all the work that is going on in your community 
and the possibilities for extension of library work. Only then 
will you be worthy of the trust given you as Library Trustee. 
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THE LIBRARY TRUSTEE AND HIS 
JOB 


Under two centuries ago there began 
on this continent a momentous experi- 
ment in government—the democratic 
republic. Wise old Ben Frankiin and 
brilliant Tom Jefferson, anxious as 
fathers always are, realized that the key 
to success for this experiment was in 
the development of a highly literate 
people who possessed easy access to 
books and more books. Toward the de- 
sired end, they propagandized their 
compatriots and did the bit they indi- 
vidually could. 

Today we are on the threshold of 
another momentous experiment in gov- 
ernment—the democratic word state. 
Like Franklin and Jefferson, we, their 
inheritors, realize that success lives in 
the development of a highly informed 
body politic. Unlike them, we need not 
just dream of public libraries. WE 
HAVE THEM. Rather our task is to 
see that these libraries perform to the 
maximum their purpose of putting 
books and more books into the hands of 
the people. It is a three-fold task—to 
wisely select the books, to greatly in- 
crease circulation and to secure suffi- 
cient funds of efficient service. 

It would be pleasant at this point to 
discuss at some length the books, ecur- 
rent and old, which would be most val- 
uable in promoting international under- 
standing. Book selection, however, is 
the special field of our librarians and 
to them I leave the discussion. 

There is, nevertheless, one idea which 
ean perhaps profitably be developed 
here. The Carnegie Endowmert Fund 
has set aside a sum of money for the 
establishment of International Mind 
Aleoves—both adult and child—in small 
libraries with good circulation. The 
service in the main, consists of gift 
books sent at intervals over a period of 
years. These books are simply written 
and selected because they give their 
readers a fine understanding of the 
peoples of the world. A library makes 
application for the service; if accepted, 
enters into a contract; and at the end 
of the contract time, receives lists of 
the selected books in order that the 
shelf may be continued with local funds. 
The opening of these Aleoves in as many 


Iowa libraries as possible would be a 
splendid objective for lowa trustees in 
the next few years! 

Cireulation in our libraries has of 
late been in somewhat of a slump. Peo- 
ple are extremely busy and, if they 
read, often prefer only escapist litera- 
ture. Could not we trustees be helpful 
here: Perhaps book reviews afternoons 
or evenings, Forum discussions, celebra- 
tion of the various Book Weeks, better 
newspaper publicity would lead more 
people to the library. On us rests the 
evolution of a suitable program. 

The most regrettable angle in the 
field of circulation is that our library 
facilities are not freely available to our 
farm neighbors. Only action by the 
state legislature can completely rectify 
this situation. There are, however, va- 
rious plans which certain Iowa libraries 
are using as a partial solution. In a 
few Iowa counties, as you know, muni- 
cipal libraries have entered into con- 
tracts with the country school districts 
under which free library service is given 
to all the people of the district in re- 
turn for the proceeds of a small school 
district library tax. More recently, 
other Iowa libraries have been agreeing 
to furnish free service to member fam- 
ilies of a farm organization on receipt 
of a stated sum from said organization. 
Both of these plans are useful means of 
increasing rural circulation, until that 
happy day when legislation (which we 
should strongly back) makes statewide 
rural library service possible. In fact, 
it would seem that trustees have almost 
a moral obligation to promote any or all 
of these types of rural group service. 

As to adequate library funds in the 
uncertain days ahead, there is much 
speculation but little unanimity of 
thought. Is the municipal property tax, 
with its present two mill ceiling and no 
floor, the most certain means of library 
revenue? Among the thoughtful, there 
is a growing belief, based on study of 
library finance in other states, that per- 
haps it is not. At any rate, library 
financial support should be a major 
subject of our discussions. We must 
get a full picture of this program in all 
its complexity. 

Many small libraries in Iowa function 
without benefit of municipal tax. For 
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them, even more than for other libraries, 
a strong ‘‘Friends of the Library’’ or- 
ganization could be a powerful aid. The 
**Friends’’ can do much in raising 
money, increasing circulation, develop- 
ing a children’s program and should be 
a strong ally in securing the coveted 
municipal tax. And to all libraries, 
great or small, ‘‘Friends’’ organiza- 
tions should pay large dividends in good 
will and enthusiasm. 


It has been said that ideas are weap- 
ons. Such powerful weapons! And 
books are the base metal from which 
they are forged. As trustees, let us 
highly resolve we shall not only supply 
the books in maximum number but also 
become proficient in ways and means of 
putting them into the hands of all the 
people. 

Mrs. Francis TuRNER, 
President, 

Trustees Section, 

Iowa Library Association. 


THE LIBRARY BUDGET 


Although there are not many libraries 
in the state who receive the full two 
mills allowed by law for library uses, a 
considerable sum is spent each year on 
libraries. How wisely is this being 
spent? 


Budgeting is accepted as the order of 
the day, yet there are libraries that do 
not operate on a budget. In many, per- 
haps the amount for the library is so 
small that it hardly seems necessary to 
divide it. The important items in the 
library budget are: 1. service; 2. books, 
periodicals and binding ; 3. maintenance. 
The general rule is 55% for service, 
25% for books, periodicals and binding, 
and the rest for maintenance. The 
amount spent for service should be in 
proportion to the training and prepa- 
ration the librarian has for her work. 
July 1 is the date when the library 
board should ask the support for the 
coming year from the council. It is a 
date that should be marked on the 
library calendar. The libraries that 
receive the greatest support from the 
community are those whose trustees ap- 
pear in person and make their request 
for support before the council and 
mayor. 


fi 


Once there was a librarian who could © 
not see the forest for the trees. She ~ 
and her library board had the idea that ~ 
they could win favor by carrying a bal. © 
ance in the library fund each year. So — 
each year they deprived the public of — 
THE BOOKS THAT BELONGED TQ ~ 
THEM, to put money in the bank. Ig 
domestic affairs it is wise to haves 
balance. It is the proper way of ¢ 
ducting business but not in the lib 
world. If the library money is 
spent each year it is too often assur 
tnat the library does not need so mug 
and the appropriation is cut. 
happened to the partially blind lib 
and his near-sighted trustees. The nex 
year they didn’t have so much moné 
to spend or to put in the bank. W 
they didn’t know was that it is alw 
possible to ask for a tax levy for built 
ing and repairs, if a situation arises § 
make it necessary. So, although it ma 
be the approved method at home and 
your business, carrying a balance in t 
library fund is dangerous and 
sighted. Excellent service is a bette 
method of obtaining increased suppo 
than cutting here and there to ca 
balance. No community in Iowa is 
well served that it can afford to i 
aside money appropriated for lib 
service. . 


This is true in Illinois as well 
Iowa, as expressed by Mrs. Caroly 
Brucker, librarian at Sterling, Illin 
in her discussion on making of a budg 
and its administration: ‘‘The questi 
of balances also arises. In the gene 
policy of government each fiscal year 
considered almost as a separate um 
Other than for the retirement of bot 
issues and sinking fund provisions, 
propriations are therefore establisi 
annually, and there is no such thing 
balance-carrying. Usually any unspé 
portion of an appropriation at the 
of the year reverts to the city, a 
hence every dollar is spent so that t 
can be no cause for suspicion throw 
the presence of a balance that the 
brary can stand a cut next year.’ 


= 


DON’T FORGET 


Institute on Library Extension A - 
gust 21-26, Chicago University. 
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ALICE 8. TYLER 
1859-1944 


When word was received in Iowa of 
the death of Alice S. Tyler in Cleve- 
land, Ohio, April 18, it brought to 
memory her rich years of service to the 
cause of lowa libraries and the far- 
reaching influence of her radiant per- 
sonality through many avenues of ac- 
tivity. 

Born in Decatur, Illinois, Miss Tyler 
was the daughter of John W. and Sarah 
Roney Tyler. In 1894 she was a grad- 
uate of the Library School of the Ar- 
mour Institute of Technology, Chicago, 
now the Library School of the Univer- 
sity of Illinois. Miss Tyler was an 
assistant at the Decatur Public Library, 
1887-1893; .catalog librarian at the 
Cleveland “Publie Library 1895-1900; 
Secretary “of the Jowa Library Commis- 
sion, 1900-1913; Director of the Iowa 
Summer Library School, State Univer- 
sity of Iowa, 1901-1912; and Dean of 
the School of Library Science, Western 
Reserve University, 1913-1929. 

Her high positions in library circles 
were attested by the honor conferred 
upon her by various library associa- 
tions. Miss Tyler served as President 
of the League of Library Commissions 
in 1906; of the Ohio Library Associa- 
tion, 1916-1917; the Association of 
American Library Schools, 1918-1919; 
the American Library Association, 1920- 
1921; and the Cleveland Library Club, 
1922-1923. 

The Iowa State Library Commission 
was created by an act of the 28th Gen- 
eral Assembly, March 20, 1900. Organ- 
ized in July with Johnson Brigham, 
State Librarian, as President, its active 
work was begun with Miss Tyler as See- 
retary, in the following October. 

Mr. Brigham always enioved telling 
their mutual friends that he deserved 
the eredit for bringing Miss Tyler to 
Towa. He had met Miss Tyler at a li- 
brarv meeting outside the state and was 
eonvinced that she was ideallv suited 
to organize and direct the new Commis- 
son His recommendation was en- 
dorsed bv his fellow Commission mem- 
bers. and Miss Tyler accepted the ap- 
pointment. 

A creative piece of organization work 
was to her a challenge. She inspired 
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every one who met her with her own © 
enthusiasm and infectious zeal for the 
task at hand. She organized the Sum. 
mer Library Schools at the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa in an endeavor’ “to 
raise the standards of librarianship in 
lowa and make it possible for the am- 
bitious library worker to acquaint her- 
self with modern library methods.’’ The 
Iowa Library Association and the lowa 
Press and Authors Club also claimed 
her interest and support during the 
period of her secretaryship. 


During the early years of Miss Ty- 
ler’s secretaryship of the Library Com- 
mission, various Iowa towns were re- 
cipients of library gifts from Andrew” 
Carnegie and similar ones from local 
donors for the erection of public library 
buildings. These gifts also gave im- 
petus to a new interest in the public 
library. The Secretary of the Com- 
mission was looked to for advice and aid © 
in the many problems of organization — 
and reorganization. Mr. Brigham wrote 
at this time, ‘‘The library movement in 
Iowa, promising as it is, is as yet 
scarcely more than a promise of a 
greater movement ahead. It is but just 
entering on the period of organization ~ 
for future work.’’ In 1897 the State ~ 
Library had adopted a system of l- ~ 
brary extension through the develop: ~ 
ment of traveling library units, which ~ 
enabled small towns and rural com p 
munities without library facilities te ~ 
participate in a broad educational move- fi 
ment for the purpose of placing good £4 
books within reach of every citizen of ~ 
the state. In 1902, the Traveling Lie 
brary was transferred to the Iowa Lie ~ 
brary Commission continuing Miss” 
Margaret Brown as its Librarian. Over 
the period of their close association, 7 
Miss Tyler and Miss Brown be-ame 
warm friends—a friendship whieh ~ 
strengthened with the years. They | 
made their home together i in Des Moines 
and its doors were a!ways hospitably = 
open to a wide circle of friends from ™ 
all over the State and indeed from all 
over the country. 


During this period of great advaneé 
ment in the library movement in lowa” 
many library friends became Miss Ty- — 
ler’s warm friends and supporters) 
Mrs. H. M. Towner of Corning was on 
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of the members chosen to the first Li- 
brary Commission in 1900, and with 
Judge Towner, later Congressman, was 
active in the establishment of the State 
Traveling Library. Mrs. Towner was a 
member of the Commission throughout 
the period of Miss Tyler’s secretary- 
ship, as was Mrs. David W. Norris of 
Grinnell. Mrs. Henry J. Howe of Mar- 
shalltown became a member of the Com- 
mission in 1904, and over a long pe- 
riod of years was devoted to the cause 
of library. progress. She also was a 
warm personal friend of Miss Tyler, 
and served on the Commission for many 
years. The roll of friendship—of com- 
missioners, librarians, trustees, public 
officials, writers, is too long to enumer- 
ate. She gathered about her a large 
group of professional and non-profes- 
sional friends and colleagues dedicated 
with her to the cause of better libraries 
and better citizenship. 

There will long remain memories of 
Miss Tyler’s library service to lowa and 
the inspiration which her brilliant lead- 
ership gave to the cause of library ad- 
vancement. She will be remembered 
also for a rare beauty through which 
shown a great integrity and strength of 
character; for her delightful humor, a 
buoyancy of spirit, and personal charm ; 
for her natural dignity, simplicity of 
manner, and for her scholarly, precise, 
and orderly mind. It was her own high 
ideals, her unselfish devotion to friends 
and fellow workers, her sympathetic 
understanding which motivated her lov- 
able character. . 

A long life has ended, leaving a rich 
record of attainment and of service; it 
may be epitomized in the words of 
Emerson, ‘‘The one thing in the world 
of value, is the active soul.’’ 

Mrs. Apptson PARKER, 
Des Moines, Iowa. 


READ AT MEETING OF SOCIAL 
STUDY CLUB 


Cleveland, Ohio, May 8, 1944 


Human sympathy, rare friendship, 
unquestioned integrity, executive ca- 
pacity and initiative, steadfast and com- 
pelling determination; these qualities 
brought to fruition in a mind of extra- 
ordinary clarity and alertness made 


Alice Tyler the modest, efficient, lov- 
able woman whom we honor today. 

The facts of her career as a citizen 
of distinction are known to all of us, 
but the privilege of knowing her inti- 
mately was afforded only to a few. 
Members of the Social Study Club were 
among her close friends. She was a 
loyal and devoted supporter of our club 
and, as President, gave fresh vigor to 
our discussion periods by thoughtful 
questions and intelligent analyses of the 
papers of the day. 

Her personality has left a lasting 
imprint on all who knew her—friend, 
student, and professional associate. She 
was a leader during a great era in 
Cleveland when high principled men 
and women molded the civie and cul- 
tural life of our city, so that today we 
have an opportunity for richer and 
fuller living in this community. 

Alice Tyler stands out in our mem- 
ory like a mighty oak tree whose roots 
were deep and secure, and whose 
branches towered high into the sky. 
Such a soul gives us impetus, and in- 
spiration to work willingly, and dream 
courageously. 


A NOBLE AMERICAN DAUGHTER 


If there can be a perfect blending of 
the highest ideals of aristocracy and 
democracy, such a blend was to be 
found in the life and character of Alice 
S. Tyler, dean emeritus of Western Re- 
serve University’s School of Library 
Science and internationally known au- 
thority on library organization and law, 
who died here Tuesday. 

Descendant of two Ameriean presi- 
dents—James Monroe and John Tyler, 
member of a family which was among 
the pioneers who gradually made their 
way from Virginia to establish Ameri- 
ean civilization in the territories of the 
old Northwest, Miss Tyler fused the best 
traditions of her ancestors into a career 
which was at onee that of an intellectual 
patrician and pioneer and a humble 
servant of her fellows. 

When she retired in 1929, she had 
been, consecutively. the first trained 
member of the Cleveland Public Library, 
the secretary of the Iowa State Library 
Commission, director of the Iowa Sum- 
mer Library School at the state uni- 
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ALICE 8. TYLER 
1859-1944 


When word was received in Iowa of 
the death of Alice S. Tyler in Cleve- 
land, Ohio, April 18, it brought to 
memory her rich years of service to the 
cause of lowa libraries and the far- 
reaching influence of her radiant per- 
sonality through many avenues of ac- 
tivity. 

Born in Decatur, Illinois, Miss Tyler 
was the daughter of John W. and Sarah 
Roney Tyler. In 1894 she was a grad- 
uate of the Library School of the Ar- 
mour Institute of Technology, Chicago, 
now the Library School of the Univer- 
sity of Illinois. Miss Tyler was an 
assistant at the Decatur Public Library, 
1887-1893; .catalog librarian at the 
Cleveland “Public Library 1895-1900; 
Secretary of the Jowa Library Commis- 
sion, 1900-1913; Director of the lowa 
Summer Library School, State Univer- 
sity of Iowa, 1901-1912; and Dean of 
the School of Library Science, Western 
Reserve University, 1913-1929. 

Her high positions in library circles 
were attested by the honor conferred 
upon her by various library associa- 
tions. Miss Tyler served as President 
of the League of Library Commissions 
in 1906; of the Ohio Library Associa- 
tion, 1916-1917; the Association of 
American Library Schools, 1918-1919; 
the American Library Association, 1920- 
1921; and the Cleveland Library Club, 
1922-1923. 

The Iowa State Library Commission 

was created by an act of the 28th Gen- 
eral Assembly, March 20, 1900. Organ- 
ized in July with Johnson Brigham, 
State Librarian, as President, its active 
work was begun with Miss Tyler as Seec- 
retary, in the following October. 
- Mr. Brigham always enioved telling 
their mutual friends that he deserved 
the eredit for bringing Miss Tyler to 
Iowa. He had met Miss Tyler at a li- 
brarv meeting outside the state and was 
convinced that she was ideallv suited 
to organize and direct the new Commis- 
s'on His recommendation was en- 
dorsed bv his fellow Commission mem- 
bers. and Miss Tyler accepted the ap- 
pointment. 

A creative piece of organization work 
was to her a challenge. She inspired 
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every one who met her with her own 
enthusiasm and infectious zeal for the 
task at hand. She organized the Sum. © 
mer Library Schools at the State Uni. — 
versity of Iowa in an endeavor’ “to 
raise the standards of librarianship in 
Iowa and make it possible for the am. 
bitious library worker to acquaint her- — 
self with modern library methods.’’ The — th 
Iowa Library Association and the a 

Press and Authors Club also claimed 

her interest and support during the — 

period of her secretaryship. Ee - 


During the early years of Miss Ty- é v 
ler’s seeretaryship of the Library Com- ‘ \ 
mission, various Iowa towns were re 

cipients of library gifts from Andrew” © 
Carnegie and similar ones from local ~ 
donors for the erection of public library — 
buildings. These gifts also gave im- a 
petus to a new interest in the publie 
library. The Secretary of the Com * 
mission was looked to for advice and aid 
in the many problems of organization 
and reorganization. Mr. Brigham wrote ~ 
at this time, ‘‘The library movement in 
Iowa, promising as it is, is as yet 
searcely more than a promise of a : 
greater movement ahead. It is but just 
entering on the period of organization — 
for future work.’’ In 1897 the State 
Library had adopted a system of lit” 
brary extension through the develop- — 
ment of traveling library units, whieh 
enabled small towns and rural com- 
munities without library facilities to 
participate in a broad educational move-~ 
ment for the purpese of placing good 
books within reach of every citizen of — 
the state. In 1902, the Traveling 
brary was transferred to the lowa 
brary Commission continuing e: 
Margaret Brown as its Librarian. © 2 
the period of their close associa aay 
Miss Tyler and Miss Brown becar 
warm friends—a friendship  whie 
strengthened with the years. 
made their home together in Des Moi 
and its doors were a!ways hospitably 
open to a wide circle of friends from 
all over the State and indeed from all” 
over the country. a 


During this period of great advan 
ment in the library movement in Iowa) 
many library friends beeame Miss Ty 
ler’s warm friends and sup PTs. 
Mrs. H. M. Towner of Corning was oné 
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of the members chosen to the first Li- 
brary Commission in 1900, and with 
Judge Towner, later Congressman, was 
active in the establishment of the State 
Traveling Library. Mrs. Towner was a 
member of the Commission throughout 
the period of Miss Tyler’s secretary- 
ship, as was Mrs. David W. Norris of 
Grinnell. Mrs. Henry J. Howe of Mar- 
shalltown became a member of the Com- 
mission in 1904, and over a long pe- 
riod of years was devoted to the cause 
of library. progress. She also was a 
warm personal friend of Miss Tyler, 
and served on the Commission for many 
years, The roll of friendship—of com- 
missioners, librarians, trustees, public 
officials, writers, is too long to enumer- 
ate. She gathered about her a large 
group of professional and non-profes- 
sional friends and colleagues dedicated 
with her to the cause of better libraries 
and better citizenship. 

There will long remain memories of 
Miss Tyler’s library service to Iowa and 
the inspiration which her brilliant lead- 
ership gave to the cause of library ad- 
vancement. She will be remembered 
also for a rare beauty through which 
shown a great integrity and strength of 
character; for her delightful humor, a 
buoyancy of spirit, and personal charm ; 
for her natural dignity, simplicity of 
manner, and for her scholarly, precise, 
and orderly mind. It was her own high 
ideals, her unselfish devotion to friends 
and fellow workers, her sympathetic 
understanding which motivated her lov- 
able character. . 

A long life has ended, leaving a rich 
record of attainment and of service; it 
may be epitomized in the words of 
Emerson, ‘‘The one thing in the world 
of value, is the active soul.’’ 

Mrs. Appison PARKER, 
Des Moines, Towa. 


READ AT MEETING OF SOCIAL 
STUDY CLUB 


Cleveland, Ohio, May 8, 1944 


Human sympathy, rare friendship, 
unquestioned integrity, executive ca- 
pacity and initiative, steadfast and com- 
pelling determination; these qualities 
brought to fruition in a mind of extra- 
ordinary clarity and alertness made 


Alice Tyler the modest, efficient, lov- 
able woman whom we honor today. 

The facts of her career as a citizen 
of distinction are known to all of us, 
but the privilege of knowing her inti- 
mately was afforded only to a few. 
Members of the Social Study Club were 
among her close friends. She was a 
loyal and devoted supporter of our club 
and, as President, gave fresh vigor to 
our discussion periods by thoughtful 
questions and intelligent analyses of the 
papers of the day. 

Her personality has left a lasting 
imprint on all who knew her—friend, 
student, and professional associate. She 
was a leader during a great era in 
Cleveland when high principled men 
and women molded the civie and cul- 
tural life of our city, so that today we 
have an opportunity for richer and 
fuller living in this community. 

Alice Tyler stands out in our mem- 
ory like a mighty oak tree whose roots 
were deep and secure, and whose 
branches towered high into the sky. 
Such a soul gives us impetus, and in- 
spiration to work willingly, and dream 
courageously. 


A NOBLE AMERICAN DAUGHTER 


If there can be a perfect blending of 
the highest ideals of aristocracy and 
democracy, such a blend was to be 
found in the life and character of Alice 
S. Tyler, dean emeritus of Western Re- 
serve University’s School of Library 
Science and internationally known au- 
thority on library organization and law, 
who died here Tuesday. 

Descendant of two Ameriean presi- 
dents—James Monroe and John Tyler, 
member of a family which was among 
the pioneers who gradually made their 
way from Virginia to establish Ameri- 
ean civilization in the territories of the 
old Northwest, Miss Tyler fused the best 
traditions of her ancestors into a career 
which was at once that of an intellectual 
patrician and pioneer and a humble 
servant of her fellows. 

When she retired in 1929, she had 
been, consecutively. the first trained 
member of the Cleveland Public Library, 
the secretary of the Iowa State Library 
Commission, director of the Iowa Sum- 
mer Library School at the state uni- 
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versity, and for 16 years the dean of 
the Western Reserve library school. 
There had come to her the highest hon- 
ors in her profession, including the 
presidency of the American Library 
Association. But, in the year after she 
gave up her official duties, she was to 
be found a modest student at Cleveland 
College, taking a course in Greek civili- 
zation. For her there could be no in- 
tellectual retirement. Her education 
ended only with her death Tuesday, 
nine days before she would have reached 
the age of 85. 

—Cleveland Plain Dealer, 

April 20, 1944. 


A MESSAGE FROM OUR 
PRESIDENT 


For the third consecutive year, I. L. 
A. has felt obligated to conform to the 
request of our government and cancel 
its meeting. This year extensive plans 
had been made for the state meeting: 
a Boys’ and Girls’ institute; Forum 
discussions on post-war problems as 
they affect libraries; Panel discussions 
on Rural library legislation ; and helpful 
Round Table discussions. We were 
looking forward to greeting old friends 
and welcoming new librarians. 

Then came D-day, and this request 
through the newspapers— 

Monroe Johnson, director of the Office of 
Defense Transportation, today called for im- 
mediate further curtailment of nonessential 
travel and cancellation of all conventions 
not related to the war effort, to relieve 
increased pressure on the country’s trans- 
portation systems resulting from the inva- 
610n. 

Johnson said he would request the House 
and Senate appropriations committee and the 
budget bureau to take measures to insure 
immediate curtailment of government travel, 
particularly in connection with conventions, 
trade meetings and conferences. 

Reluctantly, but unanimously, your 
executive board voted to cancel our 
meeting. Conditions may be worse in 
October than now, and the request may 
become a command. Yes, we know other 
organizations far less important than 
ours are meeting, but our association in 
conforming to the request has placed 
patriotism above personal desires. 

To compensate in a small measure for 
no state meeting, special bulletins will 
be sent from time to time. These bulle- 





tins will have helpful suggestions to — 
make your library better known to your 
community. 

I do not believe that V-Day is far 
off, and I am confident that 1945 will 
see a resumption of normal library ae- 
tivities. 

Auice B. Srory. 


Since writing the letter about the 
cancellation of our state meeting, the 
Executive Board has met. The question 
of having some conferences was dis- 
cussed and it was decided to leave the 
matter in the hands of the librarians 
themselves. If YOU are interested in 
working up such a conference for li- 
brarians in your vicinity, send a card 
to Blanche Smith, State Traveling Li- 
brary, stating what you would like to 
have discussed. If there is sufficient 
response, a conference will be planned 
and carried out. 


CLEMENT V. RITTER REMEMBERS 
HIS LIBRARY PATRONS 


The following letter was received by 
the president of the Iowa Library Asso- 
ciation recently. She took a vote by 
mail to find out the wishes of the Ex- 
ecutive Board. As a result of this 
action, letters were sent to eligible pub- 
lic libraries suggesting that they file 
applications with the ILA if they wished 


to be considered as one of the recipients 


of the money. They were asked to 
state their needs and to tell whether or 
not they were receiving the maximum 
tax levy allowed by law—two mills, 

The Executive Board faces a serious © 


responsibility in selecting from “many — 


applications the few who will receive a” 
part of the bequest. : 


American Library Association 
Chicago 
May 16, 1944 

Miss Alice B. Story, President 
Iowa Library Association 
Public Library 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 4 

My Dear Miss Story: I have re © 
ceived as trustee and endorsed to the © 
American Library Association as cus- ~ 
todian $6,000.00 as a bequest under ~ 
clause 16 from the Last Will and Testa- ~ 
ment of Clement V. Ritter. 
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Sub-paragraph (B) reads as follows: 

‘*(B) Five hundred ($500.00) dollars to be 
distributed on the advice of lowa Library 
Association, with headquarters at Des Moines, 
lowa, to public libraries within the State of 
lowa having an annual income of Twenty- 
five hundred (#2500.00) dollars or legs, on 
application of local libraries that qualify... 
that they require books of permanent value.’’ 

The method of determining the allo- 
eation of the funds is provided in the 
Will as follows: 

‘*When such application is received and 
approved by the association, the sum of 
money that the association recommends shall 
be paid to the loeal library. The local li- 
brary trustees, or other governing body, 
after receiving the grant of funds from my 
trustee, are to be the ones to purchase the 
books. After my trustee has received suf- 
ficient applications approved by the associa- 
tion and has paid out the whole fund herein 
provided, neither my trustee nor the associa- 
tion shalk have any further duty in the 
matter. The decision of the association, as 
to its local publie libraries that it will 
recommend be assisted from the fund and 
the amount recommended, shall be final and 
conclusive on all parties.’’ 

The final paragraph of clause 16 
reads, in part, as follows: 

‘*My trustee may deduct...the expense of 
carrying out the distribution of each fund. 
It is my wish that each fund be distributed 
within a reasonable time.’’ 

I do not anticipate that there will be 
any such deductions. 

In order to be eligible to receive funds 
a library must (a) be a public library, 
(b) have an annual income of $2500 
or less from all sources for general run- 
ning expenses (not including a capital 
investment for buildings or grounds, 
etc.), (c) satisfy the association that it 
requires books of permanent value, (d) 
apply to the state association for an 
allocation of funds. 

The Will authorizes the state associ- 
ation to (a) determine which libraries 
qualify, (b) decide which of these shall 
receive funds, (c) fix the amounts 
(which can vary among the libraries), 
(d) certify a list of libraries and 
amounts to the Trustee. 

The association may decide among 
how many libraries the fund should be 
distributed. It may wish to invite all 
public libraries with incomes of $2500 
or less to present applications, or it 
may extend the invitation to a smaller 
number, selected perhaps on the basis 
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of information available in the files of 
the state association or the state library 
extension agency. 

The Trustee will mail checks to the 
libraries upon receipt of a formal state- 
ment certifying recipients and amounts. 
Action by the Executive Board or Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the state associa- 
tion will be accepted by the Trustee as 
‘“‘action by the state library associa- 
tion.”’ 

I hope that I may have the final 
recommendations of your association on 
or before September 1, 1944. 

I should have from you within the 
next few days an acknowledgment of 
receipt of this communication and an 
expression of your willingness to take 
the steps necessary for action by your 
association. 

Cordially yours, 
Cari H. Mina, 
Executive Secretary. 


“‘THERE OUGHTA BE A LAW’”’ 


By Walter Brahm 
State Librarian, Columbus, Ohio 

‘*There oughta be a law’’ is a com- 
ment which I hear often from trustees 
and librarians. And it’s true. There 
ought to be a law. Several of them in 
fact. 

When we have come to the place 
where new libraries are being estab- 
lished in villages and small communi- 
ties with only enough money to pay for 
heat, light, rent and janitor, leaving 
no money to buy books or pay for a 
librarian—the means by which library 
service is provided to the people for 
whom the library was established—there 
ought to be a a law to prevent the estab- 
lishment of such libraries. This does 
not mean passing a law to prevent peo- 


ple from obtaining library service but > 


to provide other ways, more economical 
and efficient, of securing such service, 
such as extending the area served by an 
existing library or combining existing 
libraries or library districts in a 
county... 

It is easy to say ‘‘there oughta be a 
law’’ but it is not so easy to enact one. 
There must be enough libraries and trus- 
tees who really desire these legal changes 
so that the legislature will feel that they 
are wanted. There must be a goodly 





















































number of us librarians and trustees 
whom these changes will not affect but 
who must be far-sighted enough to work 
to get such laws enacted. That has been 
our handicap in the past. We have 
failed at law making because in most 
eases the proposed law affected at the 
moment so few libraries that the re- 
mainder lacked the vision or initiative 
to accomplish something which would 
be helpful to them later on. The occa- 
sions on which we acted as a unit were 
those which affected all of us, usually 
adversely. . . 

This next year will provide an oppor- 
tunity for us to look ahead and aeccom- 
plish something which could prevent us 
from facing an emergency every few 
years. How about it? Are you as a 
trustee willing to work for this even 
though the proposed changes would not 
concern your library at the moment? 


LIBRARY VISITORS 


It was because of a desperate need 
that the idea originated of recruiting 
Library Visitors from the ranks. Of 
course the plan was viewed with some 
apprehension by many who waited to 
see how it turned out. The net results 
have been far beyond our fondest 
hopes. 

The plan was recommended from 
Miss Warner’s Executive Board to Miss 
Story, who started in with her usual 
dispatch to carry it out. In September 
form letters were sent to all libraries 
serving populations under 2500. The 
plan was outlined and a check list at- 
tached to be returned with the reply, 
the list being the things most likely to 
be needed in the library. We had re- 
plies from 38 of the 193 libraries to 
which letters had been sent. Weeding 
seemed to be the greatest problem, for 
20 of the libraries said they needed help 
in weeding their libraries of dead wood 
and outmoded books. 

Miss Story, Miss Rex and the li- 
brarian of the State Traveling Library 
were appointed the committee to select 
the library visitors. Fourteen were se- 
lected and of these 12 accepted the 
honor and the hard work that the ap- 
pointment involved. These visitors 
came to Des Moines on October 25 for 
a conference. The discussion covered 
’ general principles, and an over-all plan 
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for the visiting. It was decided to ae- 
cept the diagnosis of the librarian and 
approach a solution of the problem 
which she recognized in the first visit, 
On following visits, other problems 
might be approached with greater con- 
fidence on the part of the librarian and 
visitor. Training, experience and sym- 
pathetic understanding were qualities 
looked for and found in the Library 
Visitors selected. 

The libraries requesting help. were 
assigned to the Library Visitor who 
lived close or who could reach them 
with least trouble. The expenses were 
to be born by the Iowa Library Asso- 
ciation. 

From the reports made by the Vis- 
itors, it appears that benefits have re- 
sulted from the first meeting. The Vis- 
itors have done everything from confer- 
ring with the library board on matters 
of policy to carrving on a hand weeding 
of the shelves. When discarding a 1910 
chemistry text book. they have sug- 
gested an up to date purchase to replace 
the disearded book. They have bristled 
with ideas, suggestions and good adviee, 
while conducting a thorough library 
housecleaning. 


A few of the libraries have not been 
visited yet. Sometimes because of lack 
of time, in a few cases because the li- 
brarian did not realize what value the 
visit could be to her and the library. 
To date, 28 visits have been made by 
the ILA Visitors. The hours given to 
this work (exclusive of time to and from 
the library) has been 19314 honrs. 

What they both thought of it can be 
learned from qnotations from the letters 
of Visitor and librarian. ‘A Visitor 
writes: 

‘We certainly had a field day in—— 
Two trustees worked with me most of 
the day, and so did the librarian. They 
were all just as nice as they could be 


and so cooperative and so interested. © 
They wanted to weed out the collection © 
and we did it with a vengeance. By the © 
time I left at 8 o’clock the Boy Scouts © 
had carried out literally hundreds of 


books—all top ledges were cleared, and 


all but the fiction shifted and in nice 7 


order. 






























All old shabby fiction went, all the > 


cheap children’s series, all the old stuff 





< 





f 





SERRE BOSSA 


ae 





that the former librarian would not part 
with. We left very few things that we 
wanted to part with. There is a nice 
shelf now of Iowa material, and room to 
grow everywhere. They plan to get a 
new encyclopedia, and already have a 
Webster unabridged, and will get the 
new World Almanac. 


We did not get to the charging sys- 
tem—all of us were nearly dead by eve- 
ning. It was a housecleaning job and 
much needed. Their new books were 
well chosen. but some things have crept 
in that need not be. there—some fiction 
like Wright’s ‘‘ Native Sen’ But there 
is nlentv for the peonle to read. if they 
will inst read it. They need some help 
im nnblicitv byt it seemed to me the 
first thing to do was to get rid of the 
dead wood. and eet some kind of order 
en the chelves. T was very ruthless with 
the children’s hooks—thev had enough 
com thines «9 thet it was not ne*essary 
tr keen etnff to fill the shelves 

When T sew thev really meant thev 
wanted to cet rid of the dead wand T 
wont at it and ther were onlw tay «'s4 
to have some one else to blame for it if 
there is anv criticism.”’ 


A librarian writes: 


‘*We wish to extend a thank you for 
the service rendered our library, by the 
efficient representative vou sent vs. Her 
criticisms and commendations were con- 
sidered hoth helpful and ‘nsnirational 
by the Library Board. Some of the 
suggestions have already been carried 
out. Others are in the process of prose- 
cution and still others await time, money 
or materials.’’ 


And a librarian who had hesitated 
before giving the weleome signal writes 
enthusiastically : 

‘* Miss———— came Friday the 27th 
and was a wonderful help. We worked 
from 9:30 a. m. until 10:10 p. m. and 
got a lot done. I certainly enjoyed 
having some one working with me. We 
removed about 200 books. I am going 
to remove a few later. I feel I got 
more good with her for the one day 
than I did out of two or three meetings. 
And thank you very much for your 
help, both for her and the book.’’ 

Library Visitors are Big Sisters and 
Good Neighbors simultaneously. 
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MEMORIAL BOOK SHELVES 


It was a library trustee who thought 
of the plan of giving living books to 
the library instead of flowers that 
quickly fade, when expressing sym- 
pathy for a bereaved family. 

Mrs. Louden, beloved member of the 
Fairfield Library Board for many years, 
made the suggestion that has been ac- 
cepted and followed in Fairfield and 
many other places. Feeling that other 
libraries might be interested in knowing 
how the plan works, Lelia Wilson has 
sent the outline which she recommends 
to those contemplating such a sten. 


Suggestions to the Givers of Memorial Books 
to the Public Library 


(Plen was started by Mrs. Robert Louden, 
a Board Member, in 1929) 


1, Consult the Book Committee or Staff for 

suggestions of new and pertinent books. 

The book chosen should fill a definite 

need in the Library’s Book collection. 

3. It should relate in some way to the in- 
terest and life of the one being honored. 
This may be desirable, rather than nec- 
essary. : 

4. A memorial plate is placed in the book, 
stating names of the honoree, and the 
individuals or group making the gift. 

5. An article is put in the paper about the 
gift, giving the book’s high points and 
its distinctive value. 

6. The family of the deceased is given the 

book first, so that they may read and en- 

joy it. Often those giving the book take 
it to them. Fines for overtime are dis- 
regarded. 

The book is bought through library 

sources, giving the donors the advantage 

of library discounts. More valuable books 
ean thus be secured. 

S. Because of more temporary value, fiction 
is not usaally used as a memorial book. 
A menorial loose leaf note book is kept 
as a permanent record. 

a. Names of those honored are entered 
alphabetically. 

b. On the page following the name, the 
books given for each are listed: 
Author, title, classification number, 
and the names of those giving the 
book are also given. 

The Chariton Public Library has re- 
ceived a copy of Bombardier presented 
by friends of Richard Dunshee. The 
Semper Fidelis class of the Presbyterian 
Sunday school gave the library three 
books on airplanes, prepared by Avia- 
tion Research Associates. Richard was 
an aviation enthusiast and it is hoped 
that boys of his age will read and enjoy 


them. 
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Chapter B of P E O presented two 
Sooks to the Spirit Lake Library in 
memory of two members who have 
passed away during the year. The Seas 
of God, by Whit Barnett, was pre- 
sented in memory of Mrs. O. E. Smith 
and The Yankee from Olympus, by 
Catherine Drinker Bowen in memory of 
Mrs. A. M. Johnson, Jr. 

Helen Clapp of Beaumont, California, 
a former librarian of West Union, sent 
money to start a book shelf in memory 
of Mrs. Grace Schneider who died in 
California. Mrs. Schneider took a deep 
interest in the organizing of the West 
Union library and was a chapter mem- 
ber of the library board. The books to 
be placed on the shelf will deal with 
England and its people, a country of 
interest to Mrs. Schneider which she 
hoped some time to visit. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Hunt and Gail 
Hunt of Fairfield presented Wood- 
ward’s The Way Our People Lived in 
memory of Mrs. Cora Stubblefield ; J. C. 
Drew’s Ten Years in Japan was given 
by. a group of young men, friends of 
John Heston, as a memorial for his 
father, Lorenzo Heston. 

*‘Ordinary people who could never 
afford to give buildings or endowments 
as memorials have discovered that any- 
one can give a book. It far outlasts 
‘the frail duration of a flower’ and 
brings pleasure to the whole commun- 
ity.’”’ 


PERSONALS 


Shirley Johnson, assistant in the Car- 
roll Public Library, was married April 
15 to Osear Sanders. She will continue 
her work in the library. 

Helen Rex, librarian of the Mar- 
shalltown Public Library, wrote an ar- 
ticle for the April 1 number of the 
Library Journal. Under the title 
‘“‘Farm Bureau Women read and eval- 
uate books’’ she gives a sampling of 
the books the rural women read and 
how they feel about them. The facts 
upon which she based her article came 
from the questionnaire sent in to the 
Farm Bureau office. 

Elsie Victoria Siemers and Donald 
0. Rod were married in Ames June 3. 
Mr. Rod was graduated at Luther Col- 
lege, received his Library degree from 


the University of Michigan and has 
done graduate work at the University 
of Chicago. He is librarian at Augus- 
tana College and Theological Seminary 
at Rock Island, Lilinois. 

A poem by Helen Scheibe, of the 
Mason City library staff, was published 
in a recent issue of The Lyric. The 
poem is called ‘‘The second day that 
Easter came.”’ 

Evelyn Schmidt, of Milton, who has 
been assistant at Parson’s College Li- 
brary, has received the Lydia C. Rob- 
erts Fellowship at Columbia Univer- 
sity. She will have one year of grad- 
uate study at the Columbia School of 
Library Service. 

M. D. Sprague, librarian at Tuskegee 
Institute, spent six weeks in Ames 
studying the organization and methods 
of the State College Library. Tuske- 
gee Institute recently received a grant 
of $900,000 for the development of its 
library, hospital, installation of new 
schools and development of graduate 
work. The money came from the Gen- 
eral Education Board, New York. Mr. 
Sprague was honored at a dinner given 
by the college staff. 


NEWS FROM IOWA LIBRARIES 
Albia—A War Information Bureau 


as 


Let 


is an interesting part of library work ~ 


here. As many boys are overseas, this 4 


department helps people check loca- 
tions and characteristics of the land 
and people—how to get mail and gifts 
to prisoners of war—and various other 
things. The aim is to have a complete 
record of every soldier of this county. 
Work on this is progressing rapidly. 
To date the roster contains approxi- 
mately 1300 names. 

Cedar Rapids—With the opening of 
a new sub-branch at 1908 Mt. Vernon 
Avenue, S. E., all sections of the city 
are covered in library service. Evelyn 
Zerzanec is in charge of the branch. 


Colfax—-Mrs. Beatrice Van Dyke, — 


who has acted as librarian for Il 
years, has resigned and is succeeded 
by Mrs. Edna Grosvenor. 
Danbury—Mrs. D. F. Leget, who has 
served as librarian for the past year, 
is moving ‘to Battle Creek. Her library 


work will be carried on by Mrs. J. BE. % 


Evans. 
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Davenport—Betty Coughlin has been 
appointed to the library staff after 
completing a library science course at 
Marycrest College. 

Fayette—Although the library was 
destroyed by fire just a year ago, 
plans are already under way for the 
erection of a new building after the 
war. This is made possible by the 
generosity of Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur 
Bell and Mr. and Mrs. Paul Temple- 
man. A financial drive will be organ- 
ized to pay for equipment for the new 
building. 

Fort Madison—Hospital library serv- 
ice was started in April. A library 
book truck has been given to the hos- 
pital by the Hospital Guild. A mem- 
ber of the library staff makes weekly 
visits to the hospital to lend books to 
the patients, as a part of the public 
library service. 

Hampton—Mary E. Kingsbury, who 
has been librarian for the past 30 
years, resigned in April because of her 
health. She has gone to Mount Ver- 
non, Ohio, to make her home with her 
brother. George W. Kingsbury. 

The following letter. sent to her by 
the members of the librarv board, ex- 
pressed the regret with which the an- 
nouneement was received: 

‘“‘Dear Miss Kingsbury: It is with 
the deepest regret that we have re- 
ceived your resignation, made neces- 
sary by reason of your ill health. As 
you leave us after thirty years as our 
librarian we want you to know that 
we appreciate all you have done for 
the library and the community. We 
appreciate your unending effort to do 
an important job well. We thank you 
for your patient, unassuming, faithful, 
and conscientious service. We recog- 
nize the very great value your long 
service has been to the library and to 
library work in the community. We 
know the good influence you have had 
upon the people of Hampton, and es- 
pecially upon the generations of school 
children who have grown up during 
the time you have been here. We 
realize that it is very largely due to 
the unselfish devotion to your work 
and ideals that during the time you 
have. been in charge the number of 
volumes in the library has increased 
from five thousand to over fifteen thou- 
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sand, and that during the same period 
the annual circulation has increased 
from twelve thousand to over fifty-five 
thousand. We know this was a real 
achievement, and we know that you 
are justly proud that you are leaving 
us with one of the most active libraries 
in the State. 

**Finally, in behalf of the commun- 
ity, we thank you for your generous 
gift to the library, not for its value 
alone, but for the inspiration it will 
be to others to make like contributions 
to further the influence of the library 
in the community. 

‘*A copy of this letter is being filed 
with the secretary in order that there 
may be a permanent record of our 
esteem and of our appreciation of all 


you have done, and of all you have’ 


meant to this community. 
Board of Library Trustees. 
By R. L. Saley, President.”’ 

Humboldt—The library received a 
bequest of $1,000 in the will of George 
S. Garfield who left the money to es- 
tablish a Garfield Memorial Fund in 
memory of Mr. Garfield and his wife. 
The gift was payable following the 
death of Mrs. Garfield in February, 
1944. The income from the invested 
money will be used for the purchase 
of good books. 

TIndianola—tInis Smith, who has heen 
college librarian for 15 years, left July 
1 to go to Oskaloosa where she will 
he librarian at Penn College. Bervl 
E. Hovt wil! take her position at Simn- 
son. Miss Hovt is an alumna of Simp- 
son. has taken her library training at 
Tilinois Library School and has served 
as librarian at Dakota Wesleyan the 
past year. 

Iowa City—University Libraries— 
Pauline Cook, Minnesota, has returned 
to the position of librarian of the for- 
eign languages library after serving 
for a few months in confidential gov- 
ernment work. in Washineton, D. C. 
Miss Cook has a master’s degree from 
the State University of Iowa. 

Frances Easter, formerly Assistant 
Librarian of the Marshalltown Public 
Library, joined the staff in March as 
assistant in the order department. 

In April, Dorothy Mae Swanson, for- 
merly assistant in the order depart- 
ment of the Kansas City, Missouri, 
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Public Library, began work as assist- 
ant in the order department. 


Alta Jeanne Sheetz, Columbia 1942, 
who for the past two years has been 
assistant in the order department, has 
for the second time been awarded a 
Lydia C. Roberts graduate fellowship 
for study at Columbia University. The 
first award was for study in the School 
of Library Service during the academic 
year of 1941-42. The present award 
is for study in the School of Music 
during the academic year of 1944-45. 
Miss Sheetz is looking toward musiec- 
’ library work as a specialty. 

Patricia Warner, Illinois 1942, re- 
signed in March to be married to 
Thomas L. Coriden, an A. 8S. T. P. 
student in the University of Illinois 
College of Medicine. 

A Friends of the Library association 
has been organized with Professor 
Rollin M. Perkins president. Five 
classes of membership have been estab- 
lished. ‘They are: Student, for one 
book yearly $1.00 annually; sustaining, 
$5.00 annually; patrons, $25.00 annu- 
ally ; and life $500. The object of the 
organization is to supplement the reg- 
ular library purchases by donations of 
books, legal documents, letters, pam- 
phlets, business records and personal 
libraries. Judge J. W. Bollinger spoke 
at the first meeting, June 19, on Abra- 
ham Lincoln. 

Lamoni—tThe library building was 
destroyed by a fire which broke out 
March 28 spreading to adjoining build- 
ings. ‘Many books were salvaged but 
library service was considerably dis- 
rupted. Insurance covered part of the 
loss. 

Lenox—the Council has passed an 
ordinance establishing a free public 
library. 

Rippey—A petition to establish a 
publie library has been granted and a 
library board appointed consisting of 
Mrs. D. M. Crumley, president: Mrs. 
Lester High, secretary; Mrs. E. C. Fry, 
Mrs. C. A. Senter and Mrs. J. J. Peters. 

Shenandoah—On the 6lst anniver- 
sary of the Anshutz jewelry store, Mrs. 
Frank Anshutz gave a $50 war bond 
to the library. Mrs. Anshutz was one 
of the first library trustees and has 


made many generous gifts to the li- 
brary. 

Sioux City—Morningside College— 
A gift of $1500 has been received from 
the estate of Mrs. H. E. Day of Alta 
as a memorial to her granddaughter, 
Leonia DeLay, of the class of 1907. 
The library received $500 for library 
endowment. 

Sioux Rapids—The Business and 
Professional Women are sponsoring a 
series of story hours for. children from 
kindergarten age through third grade. 
They have contributed $50 for the 
purchase of new. children’s books for 
the library. 

Spencer—Mrs. Delia Freed who has 
been librarian for the past year, re- 
signed July 1 to go to her home in 
New York. Evelyn Simpson, a mem- 
ber of the Cedar Rapids library staff, 
has been elected librarian. Miss Simp- 
son’s home is in Hamburg, Arkansas. 
She was a physical education teacher 
in Texas before taking her library 
training at Denver Library School. 

The 40th anniversary of the laying 
of the corner stone of the Spencer Pub- 
lie Library was observed July 6, with 
open house during the afternoon and 
a program in the evening. 

Stanton—Contracts have been made 
with two townships, Scott and Frank- 
furt, which have made tax levies to 
pay for library service for their com- 
munities. The income is estimated at 
$200 from each contracting township. 
The Stanton Public Library was or- 
ganized three vears ago. 

Strawberrv Point—The Strawberry 
Point Public Library was remembered 
by the late Byron W. Newberry in his 
will. He provided that $500 should 
go to the library for the purchase of 
hooks. providing that no more than 
$100 be used per year, plus earnings 
of the remainder. 

Villisca—Frankie J. Barker, libra- 
rian since the erection of the Carnegie 
building in 1907, has been obliged to 
resign because of her health. She is 
succeeded by Grace Farmer. 

Tie ‘‘Cowgill Memorial Fund’’ has 
becu provided by the will of the late 
Mrs, Clara Cowgill Cochrane, consist- 
ing of $2,000 to be invested in legal 
securities, the interest of which is to 
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be used for the purchase of books for 
the library. 

Webster City—The library has com- 
plete records of 2,165 service men and 
women in the files, 1500 of which have 
been supplied by local selective board. 
The others have been made from news- 
paper clippings or supplied by friends 
and relatives of those in service. 


NECROLOGY 
Edward G. Banta, president of the 


Osceola library board for 21 years, 
died April 22, after an iilness of three 
years duration. He was a man of 
broad vision, deeply interested in civic 
affairs and generously devoted to the 
betterment of the community. The 
Osceola Public Library was initiated 
through the efforts of his father, the 
late J. V. Banta, so it was fitting the 
son should carry on this work. He 
thoroughly discharged this _ self-as- 
sumed obligation and was happy in 
doing so. 

Mrs. C. E. Birney, who served as an 
Estherville board member for the past 
20 years, and president for 10 years, 
died April 7, 1944. 

The Mount Ayr Public Library notes 
with regret the passing of one of the 
trustees, Mrs. C. R. Keating. Active in 
the establishment of the library, she 
was appointed in 1916 to the first 
board of trustees, and served faith- 
fully until death called her April 8, 
1944. She had spent the preceding 
month, following the death of her hus- 
band, at the home of her son, J. M. 
Keating. of Milwaukee, Wis. She will 
be greatly missed at the monthly meet- 
ings of the trustees. 

Mrs. M. G. Mather who had been a 
member of the Clarksville library 
board since its organization in 1940, 
died in January. 

A heart ailment proved fatal for 
Mrs. O. A. Olson of Forest City who 
passed away April 6, 1944. She had 
been a member of the library board 
since 1932. 

Mrs. M. W. Roeser, board member 
of the Cattermole Memorial Library, 
Fort Madison, since 1939, died in Jan- 
uary of this year. She was a member 
of the book committee. 


Thomas R. Tiernan, for many years 
a member of the De Witt library board 
and who served as president, died May 
6, 1944. He had been in failing health 
for several years. As long as he was 
ible, he worked willingly and was in 
attendance at the April 1 meeting. 


0. G. Waffle, respected and beloved 
by many librarians in Iowa, died on 
May 5, 1944, at the age of 86. He had 
continued active work up to two weeks 
before his death. 


“THIS IS THE WAY’’ 


The Pictorial Library Primer, written 
by Winifred L. Davis and sold by 
Demeo for 95e is a definite MUST for 
small libraries with untrained librar- 
ians who wish to improve the organiza- 
tion and procedure of the library. The 
book is written by one who has worked 
successfully with small, medium and 
large libraries for many years, in re- 
sponse to the needs often felt and ex- 
pressed. Here Accessioning, Classifica- 
tion, Cataloging, Lending System and 
Business procedures are explained and 
illustrated, each step being described 
and pictured as a unit. Nothing that 
has been written to date will be as use- 
ful as this to the librarian working 
alone and wishing that she could ask 
someone about various points that come 
up in the course of the day’s work. 


WANTED 


The College of Agriculture Library 
at University of Wisconsin needs as- 
sistance in locating v. 1 No. 1, of the 
Iowa Conservationist. If you have one 
you don’t need, write to C. 8S. Hean, 
librarian. 


Lydia Margaret Barrette, Mason 
City Public Library, has duplicate 
copies of Annals of Congress, Fifth 
Congress, v. 3 1797-1799; Eleventh 
Congress, v. 1, 1809-1810; Eleventh 
Congress, v. 3, 1810-1811. She will 
gladly send these to any library need- 
ing them to fill a set. The Mason City 
library needs Fifth Congress, v. 2, 
1797-1799. Any library having one to 
spare please get in touch with Miss 
Barrette. 
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REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


Demobilization and readjustment are already presenting prob- 
lems in which the resources of our libraries can be of vital im- 
portance. There is no definite pattern, no blue print, for solving 
these problems. Forward looking Trustees who form our Policy 
Making Bodies have a rare opportunity in promoting and devel- 
oping a higher level of library service in these difficult times. 

Believing that active participation on the part of Trustees is 
increasingly important in the future program of the Iowa Library 
Association, the Nominating Committee is submitting the names 
of two trustees as candidates for the office of Vice President and 
President Elect. Both candidates are graduates of the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa. 

Mrs. Hadley has been a trustee for a number of years and is 

deeply interested in library progress. She is also active in other 
eivie affairs, a recognized leader in the community. She has 
assisted in the office of her husband, a practicing attorney in 
Nevada. 
_ Mrs. Ruth Hollingshead, a trustee since 1926 and at present 
chairman of the Book Committee, is also prominent in community 
affairs and holds the position of Postmaster in Albia. She has 
served as a district chairman in I. L. A. and has been active in 
Rural Library Legislation. 

Both Mrs. Haas, who has been especially active in the work of 
the Extension Committee, and Miss Tanner, who was head of 
circulation department of the Des Moines Public Library before 
accepting the librarianship of the P. M. Musser Library, Musca- 
tine, Jan. 1, 1943, are well known to I. L. A. members. 

Since Miss Spicer was elected last year to complete the unex- 
pired term of Max White, resigned, her name is being presented 
without opposition for the regular three year term on the Ex- 
ecutive Council. 


I. L. A. Nominations 


Lydia Margaret Barrette—Library of the Mason City Public 
Library who is Vice President and President Elect will become 
President November first. 

First Vice President (President Elect) 

Mrs. Herbert E. Hadley, Trustee, Navada, Iowa. 
Mrs. Ruth Hollingshead, Trustee, Albia, Iowa. 
Secretary 
Mrs. Martha K. Haas, Librarian, Emmetsburg Public Library. 
Opal Tanner, P. M. Musser Library, Muscatine, Iowa. 
Executive Council 
Thelma Spicer, Librarian, Senior High School Library, Oel- 
wein. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mar C. Anpvers, Chairman, 
GoLpa AUSBERRY, 
May B. Drrcn, 
Nominating Committee. 











